
Jim and Pat Fitzgerald’s Mercedes and offending beech tree

T I M B E R  T A L K

Shavings
Forest of Avon Wood
Products Co-operative is a
‘not for profit’ marketing
co-operative, established in
1999. The Co-op links
woodland owners and
timber suppliers with local
craftspeople and consumers.
It is regenerating the local
timber economy by
marketing and selling
products from well-
managed timber resources.
The Co-op supports 33 local
traders and 9 local
companies, with over
£10,500 worth of income
being generated by sales
during the last financial
year. 100% of all timber
used in products marketed
by the Co-op is obtained
from local, well-managed
woodlands. An on-line
showcase is being
developed to promote the
Co-op’s wood products.

Eleven businesses which use
timber produced within the
South Yorkshire
Forest area have been
assisted with the purchase
of processing equipment
and business development,
through grants totalling
£55,820. Efforts are also
being made to promote
wood-fuelled boilers, to
create a market for low-
value wood waste, and take
it out of the waste stream.

The Forest of Marston
Vale’s second festival of
wood, woodlands and
woodland products will take
place this autumn –
WoodWorks! 2004, 18-19th
September. There will be
fascinating and exciting
exhibitions, activities,
demonstrations and
chances to have a go 
at all manner of woody
activities.

The Mersey Forest, Risley Moss Visitors Centre, Ordnance Avenue, Birchwood,Warrington WA3 6QX t. 01925 816217 
www.merseyforest.org.uk

Red Rose Forest, Community Forest Centre, Dock Office,Trafford Road, Salford M50 3XB t. 0161 872 1660
www.redroseforest.co.uk

Coasters manufactured from
cherry trees growing in the
community woodlands of the
Mersey and Red Rose Forests
have recently been used in a
national awareness mail-out by
the Partnership.The coasters were
laser etched with a map showing
the location of all 12 Community
Forests in England and with
contact details for the Partnership.
Affixed to an explanation sheet
and accompanied by a covering
letter from Lord Thomas of
Macclesfield, the coasters were
mailed to 60 leading figures in
national organisations considered
important to the future of the
Forests. Response has been very
favourable, with one respondent
specifically citing the coaster as
the main reason for making
contact with the Partnership.
Real proof that wood works!

Between September 2003 and
March 2004, the Red Rose and
Mersey Forests undertook a
detailed research project into
the concept and practice of
‘Timber Stations’. The specific
aim of the project was to
establish what products could
be made with locally sourced
timber, and to assess the
economic viability of each.

Ranging from a simple small
yard to a large multi-hectare
site, a Timber Station is defined

Timber
stations

For more details, contact:

Nigel Blandford
nigel@redroseforest.co.uk
0161 872 1660

When Jim and Pat Fitzgerald’s
car was crushed by a falling tree
in Stretford last year, it was
completely destroyed. However,
the beech tree that crushed
their silver Mercedes was largely
undamaged, so it was
purchased by the Red Rose

Forest and, with the help of the
Mersey Valley Warden Service,
turned into attractive chopping
boards. And now Jim and Pat
cut their bread on a chopping
board made from the tree that
crushed their car!

by the Forests as "A facility that
takes timber, from residues to
roundwood, and puts it to the
most valuable and efficient
use". The timber used for the
assessment was waste virgin
timber of the type that is not
usually considered to have any
commercial quality, such as
comes from small-scale
arboricultural operations or
woodland management work.
In fact, most of this type of 
raw material normally has a
negative value due to the 
costs of its disposal.

The project team were surprised
at the number and variety of
products that could be made,
with 17 products in 3
categories. The quality of 
the finished products was
impressive, especially

considering the nature of the
source timber. When put on
sale, the various goods  were
well received by buyers, with
people being particularly
interested once they found out
more about where the timber
came from.


